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 Corn harvesting time at Stripling Park! 
 

±ƛŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǘΧ 
https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

From the Superintendent  

Calvin Perry 

 
Ahh - August in southwest Georgia ς the heat, the humidity, the gnats and a fair amount of rain. It was 
definitely HOT at Stripling Park during August with 27 days of highs 90F or higher and 27 nights of low 
ǘŜƳǇǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ тлCΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ мллC όƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ фсΦнύ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ флΩǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōǊǳǘŀƭ 
ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘΦ .ǳǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ уΦмр 
ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ Ǌŀƛƴ ƻǾŜǊ мл ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƻƻ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΦ  {ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŘƻŘƎŜŘ ŀ 
bullet with Hurricane Hermine ς SIRP only got 2.08 inches. 
 
Our field work involved irrigating, chemigating cotton plots (insecticide), spraying (fungicides and 
insecticides), sampling/rating disease and insect damage in cotton, and harvesting corn. Many of you 
noticed that corn was our #1 crop in terms of area this season. Between studies for Bob Kemerait, Wes 
Porter, and myself, we had 342 plots (ranging from 25 ft  to 50 ft  ƭƻƴƎύΦ ²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ¦D!Ωǎ {ǘŀǘŜ-
Wide Variety Testing team to bring their plot combine and harvest these plots for us for a nominal fee. Sure 
beats hand harvesting! Our yields were impressive in some studies ς over 300 bu/ac! 
 
²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǇǎ ƻƴ Dŀ CŀǊƳ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊ ¢ƻǳǊ ƻƴ !ǳƎ уth. GFB 
hosted new Ga EPD director Richard Dunn on farms in Decatur, Miller and Baker counties and then had 
lunch and a research tour here at the Park. It was a great opportunity to give Director Dunn a first-hand 
look at the many innovative ag water conservation projects that UGA/CAES is working on. To learn more 
about this tour, you can check out GFB on youtube:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JSxgl7JLdY 
 
We were invited by the Flint River Soil & Water Conservation District to  
partner with them to host Sandra Postel of the Global Water Policy Project.  
Sandra also serves as Freshwater Fellow of the National Geographic Society  
and is the lead water expert for the Society's freshwater initiative. Sandra  
wanted to see first-hand the innovative approaches to ag irrigation water  
conservation taking place in the lower Flint River basin. Casey Cox with the  
District, George Vellidis (UGA), Wes Porter (UGA) and I spent August 11th  
with Sandra at SIRP and in Miller County. Sandra wrote a very nice blog  
article for Water Currents on her visit: 
How Smarter Irrigation Might Save Rare Mussels and Ease a Water War   
http://bit.ly/2c2DYg1 
 
Other visitors to the Park included Dr. Kati Migliaccio, University of Florida, Agricultural and Biological 
Engineering Dept. as well as Josh Pitts (Ag Technologies) and Brandon Tolle (Trimble). 
 
On August 9th, I attended the Ag Issues Summit in Perry. The chairs of the state House and Senate ag 
committees host this gathering of folks involved in agriculture in Georgia. I also attended a meeting of UGA 
Extension Specialists in Tifton. On August 23, I attended the joint water planning council  
meeting among the Lower Flint-Ochlockonee, Upper Flint, Middle Chattahoochee, and  
Coosa-North Georgia Councils and the Metropolitan North Georgia Water Planning District.  
 
I mentioned last month that I attended the Technology Assoc ƻŦ Dŀ άLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ όIoTύέ  
Symposium in Atlanta. While agriculture has been leading in this arena for some time, it  
seems that things are starting to heat up. Verizon has even made some advancements: 
Agriculture technology that helps agriculture keep growing 
http://www.verizonenterprise.com/industry/agriculture/ 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JSxgl7JLdY
http://bit.ly/2c2DYg1
http://bit.ly/2c2DYg1
http://www.verizonenterprise.com/industry/agriculture/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water Resources 

 
Above: Discharge (CFS) of Flint River at Newton for the past 2 years. 
Below: Groundwater level in the Floridan aquifer in southern Mitchell County for same time 
period. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



At the Park  

Above:  SIRP hosted new Ga EPD Dir Richard Dunn. Calvin discussed ag water 

conservation projects. Photos by Jennifer Whittaker (GFB). 
Below:    Calvin and George Vellidis show sensors to Sandra Postel.  



At the Park  

Above:  In our corn research plots, some hybrids withstood wind 
damage better than others.   

Below:  A hybrid used by Dr. Kemerait in fungicide studies had 
trouble with wind, obviously. 


