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They say the pot-o-gold is at the end of the 
ǊŀƛƴōƻǿΧ

±ƛŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǘΧ
https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp


From the Superintendent

Calvin Perry

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦέ Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ƻŦ нлмтΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 
άƭƻǾŜέ ǿŀǊƳ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ǊŀƛƴŦŀƭƭΦ {ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎ tŀǊƪ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ нΦлс ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ Ǌŀƛƴ ƛƴ о 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛƭŘΣ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ нн Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ тлΩǎ ƻǊ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ όн Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ улΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ т Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻǿǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ олΩǎΦ

With warm and dry conditions, we were able to accomplish quite a bit of field work. We irrigated and 
applied fungicide to Dr. /ƻƻƭƻƴƎΩǎŎŀōōŀƎŜ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ά/ŀƳƛƭƭŀέ ƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
ΨōǳǊƴ-ŘƻǿƴΩ ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊȅŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŎǊƻǇ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊƻǇ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻǊƴ ǇƭƻǘǎΣ ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ Ǉƭƻǘ 
boundaries, began disking conventional tillage plots, and applied Telonefumigant (for nematode 
control) in corn plots. We have upgraded our 3 VRI systems from Advanced Ag Systems and begun 
testing them as well as the Lindsay VRI system on our Lindsay linear system. Our forester took 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ōǳǊƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇƛƴŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ά{ƭŀǎƘέ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ 
a non-cropped area.

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ нлмр ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ±ŀƭƳƻƴǘ ŀƴŘ Wϧ. LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ±ŀƭƳƻƴǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ άwƻƻǘ 
5ŜƳŀƴŘ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴέ όw5Lύ ǇƻǊƻǳǎ ǘǳōŜ άŘǊƛǇέ ǘŀǇŜ ƛƴ п ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇƭƻǘǎΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
was shut down by Valmont and we were unsuccessful in getting our RDI tape to pressurize and flow. 
We have now reinstalled conventional subsurface drip irrigation (SDI) drip tape in those plots and are 
in process of connecting this new tape to the existing supply and flush lines in the field. Fun stuff!

²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀƴ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭέ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻ-op with Tom Stallings of Funston Gin, Dr. 
Joe West (AsstDean ς¢ƛŦǘƻƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎύ ŀƴŘ {Lwt ǎǘŀŦŦΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊ Cǳƴǎǘƻƴ DƛƴΩǎ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
a used cotton module builder and boll buggy to the Park. This equipment greatly enhances our ability 
to handle the cotton harvested in our research plots so we are very grateful to Funston Gin for this.

L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ !Ǝ tŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ 
Task force and the Lower Flint ςOchlocknee Regional Water Council continued to meet. I hosted a 
meeting with Jake LaRueof Valley Irrigation and Casey Cox of the Flint River Soil & Water Conservation 
District to talk about VRI and also a planning meeting for the 2017 4-H2O summer camp. I made a 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎ CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ƻƴ 9t5Ωǎ ƛǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŦƻǊƳΦ L 
attended a Georgia Farm Bureau-led meeting in Decatur County on ag water issues and a meeting in 
Watkinsville of extension engineering faculty in UGA-/!9{Φ L ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά! 
5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ ±ŀǊƛŀōƭŜ wŀǘŜ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳέΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмт /ƻǘǘƻƴ ϧ wƛŎŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ .ŀǘƻƴ 
Rouge. 

hƴ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜǎ 5ŀȅΣ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ aŀǎǘŜǊ wŀƭǇƘ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ΨǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Supreme Court case of Florida vs. Georgia ςǘƘŜ ΨǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǊǎΩ ŎŀǎŜΦ http:// bit.ly/2kuh2V6

[ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ άIn sum, the Report recommends that the Court ŘŜƴȅ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ for relief 
because the Corps is not a party to this original jurisdiction proceeding. Because the Corps is not a 
ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ƴƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻǳǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊǇǎΩ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
in the Basin. Without the ability to bind the Corps, I am not persuaded that the Court can 
assure Florida the relief it seeks. I conclude that Florida has not proven by clear and 
convincing evidence that its injury can be redressed by an order equitably apportioning 
the waters of the BasinΦά

bƻǿ ǿŜ ŀǿŀƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ [ŀƴŎŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ

http://bit.ly/2kuh2V6


Drought Conditions

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of March 7th. North Georgia remains 
in drought and/or abnormally dry conditions.
For more info:
http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA


Water Resources

Above and below - USGS Ground Water monitoring well data for northern 
Mitchell County. You can see response in the top graph to recent rains. 
However, the bottom graph shows the long term trends.



At the Park

Above:   Funston Gin (Tom Stallings) donates cotton boll 
buggy and module builder to SIRP!

.ŜƭƻǿΥ  LƴǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ {{!Ωǎ ƛƴ /ŀƳƛƭƭŀ ŎŀōōŀƎŜΦ



At the Park

Above:  Installing SDI tape in Access Field.
Below:  Winter cabbage coming along nicely.


