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Dr. Kemerait wows the crowd at Field Day!

±ƛŜǿ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ {ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǘΧ
https:// www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ugasirp


From the Superintendent

Calvin Perry

!ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƎ Řŀȅǎέ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŀǘ {ǘǊƛǇƭƛƴƎ 
Park! Yesterday we had a heat index mid afternoon of 100F as the air temp was 90.1F and RH was at 60%. 
Quite oppressive, especially since Cale and I were walking through corn plots flagging harvest swaths. 
Speaking of weather ςSIRP received 3.74 inches of rain last month, spread over 9 days. The high temp 
maxed out at 96.2F.

The SIRP crew was busy in July with a limited amount of irrigation, primarily on peanut, cotton and soybean 
plots, applying fungicides to peanut and soybean plots, and applying plant growth regulator (PGR) and 
insecticide to cotton plots. With all the rain, we kept our two mowers busy as well keeping our grass 
mowed. The corn in our three research studies (Porter, Kemerait, and myself) reached black layer between 
July 12th and 19th.

LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ȄŎŜƭǎƛƻǊ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ¢ƛŦǘƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘŜŘΦ 
They are adding walls to enclose two bays to create a shop area that will include two roll-up doors, a sliding 
door, lights, receptacles and an exhaust fan. This will allow us to secure our hand and portable tools, group 
our power tools, and have a proper work space for equipment repair and maintenance ςalong with some 
storage. Since we gave up two bays for the new shop, we added some additional shelter space for 
equipment storage. The project is looking very nice.

We were pleased to host the 2017 class of IGEL (Institute for Georgia Environmental Leadership), as we 
have each July since I started at SIRP. This diverse group comes to southwest Georgia each year for one of 
their year-long institutes. We take the opportunity to discuss the important work UGA/CAES is doing in ag 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ {Lwt ǿƘŜƴ LD9[ ǘƻǳǊŜŘ ōǳǘ L 
appreciate Drs. Wes Porter and George Vellidis presenting along with Casey Cox of Flint River SWCD.

I also hosted a visit by 6 undergrad students from the China Agriculture University that were in the U.S. as 
part of the China Seed Professional Development Course. Their local host was Dr. Steve Li of Auburn Univ. I 
enjoyed hosting these students and answering their many questions.

The BIG event for SIRP in July was our biennial Field Day. We hosted 121 guests on July 27th and took them 
on tours of some of our research plots where they heard from Toews, Kemerait, Harris, Porter, Perry, 
Tucker, Cox, Meeks, Laurel, Virk and Daughtry. We had a number of vendors sponsor our event and most of 
them had displays. The guests enjoyed a delicious BBQ lunch before learning about drones/UAVs from Dr. 
tƻǊǘŜǊΩǎ ŎǊŜǿΦ

I mentioned earlier that I missed IGEL this year. This was due to my family vacation getting scheduled 
before IGEL set their date. We enjoyed a few days up in Boston, taking in all the history in that great city. 
We journeyed up to Portland (ME) and Portsmouth (NH) to do some sightseeing and consume some                      
great lobster rolls. I highly recommend it. Great temps, low humidity, no gnats.

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ {LwtΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ aǎΦ /ŀǎŜȅ /ƻȄ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 
Director of the Georgia Association of Conservation Districts (GACD). As many of you know, Casey has been 
serving as Executive Director of the Flint River Soil & Water Conservation District. With her new position, 
she will serve as director for both organizations. According to their website, GACD is άŀ                      
grassroots non-profit organization whose mission is to advocate for the conservation of 
DŜƻǊƎƛŀΩǎ natural resources by providing organization, leadership and a unified strategic 
direction to the 40 Soil and Water Conservation Districts of the StateΦέ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ                          
work closely with Casey on many projects and provide office space at SIRP for her                         
organization. 



Drought Conditions

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of August 1st. I should have named 
this page ςά[ŀŎƪ ƻŦ 5ǊƻǳƎƘǘ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎέΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
we have NO areas in any drought conditions. Great news!

For more info:
http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA


At the Park

Above:  Dr. Glen Harris applying liquid calcium to his peanut plots.

.ŜƭƻǿΥ LǊǊƛƎŀǘƛƴƎ 5ǊΦ ±ŜƭƭƛŘƛǎΩ ǎƻȅōŜŀƴ Ǉƭƻǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ 
Lateral using their VRI controls.


