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SIRP Weather

Dr. Kemerait wows the crowd at Field Day! Stn I 'Q/
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— From the Superintendent
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Park! Yesterday we had a heat index mid afternoon of 100F as the air temp was 90.1F and RH was at 6(
Quite oppressive, especially since Cale and | were walking through corn plots flagging harvest swaths.
Speaking of weatheg SIRP received 3.74 inches of rain last month, spread over 9 days. The high temp
maxed out at 96.2F.

The SIRP crew was busy in July with a limited amount of irrigation, primarily on peanut, cotton and soybsg
plots, applying fungicides to peanut and soybean plots, and applying plant growth regulator (PGR) and
insecticide to cotton plots. With all the rain, we kept our two mowers busy as well keeping our grass
mowed. The corn in our three research studies (Porter, Kemerait, and myself) reached black layer betwe
July 12'and 19"
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They are adding walls to enclose two bays to create a shop area that will include tap dolbrs, a sliding
door, lights, receptacles and an exhaust fan. This will allow us to secure our hand and portable tools, gro
our power tools, and have a proper work space for equipment repair and mainteqaceg with some
storage. Since we gave up two bays for the new shop, we added some additional shelter space for
equipment storage. The project is looking very nice.

We were pleased to host the 2017 class of IGEL (Institute for Georgia Environmental Leadership), as we
have each July since | started at SIRP. This diverse group comes to southwest Georgia each year for on
their yearlong institutes. We take the opportunity to discuss the important work UGA/CAES is doing in ag
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appreciate Drs. Wes Porter and George Vellidis presenting along with Casey Cox of Flint River SWCD.
| also hosted a visit by 6 undergrad students from the China Agriculture University that were in the U.S. §
part of theChina Seed Professional Developm@ntirse. Their local host was Dr. Steve Li of Auburn Univ. |
enjoyed hosting these students and answering their many questions.

The BIG event for SIRP in July was our biennial Field Day. We hosted 121 guests 6raddIyo2k them
on tours of some of our research plots where they heard fi@®ws Kemerait, Harris, Porter, Perry,
Tucker, Cox, Meeks, Laurel, Virk and Daughtry. We had a number of vendors sponsor our event and mos
them had displays. The guests enjoyed a delicious BBQ lunch before learning about drones/UAVs from [
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| mentioned earlier that | missed IGEL this year. This was due to my family vacation getting scheduled
before IGEL set their date. We enjoyed a few days up in Boston, taking in all the history in that great city.
We journeyed up to Portland (ME) and Portsmouth (NH) to do some sightseeing and consume some
great lobster rolls. I highly recommend it. Great temps, low humidity, no gnats.
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Director of the Georgia Association of Conservation Districts (GACD). As many of you know, Casey has
serving as Executive Director of the Flint River Soil & Water Conservation District. With her new position
she will serve as director for botirganizationsAccording to their websit&ACD ist |
grassrootsnon-profit organization whose mission is to advocate for the conservation of
D S 2 NHalutal@asources by providing organization, leadership and a unified strategig
directionto the 40 Soil and Water Conservation Districts of the Stdte 2 S I NB
work closely with Casey on many projects and provide office space at SIRP for her
organization.
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Drought Conditions

U.S. Drought Monitor
Georgia

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of August 1st. | should have name
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August 1, 2017

(Released Thursday, Aug. 3, 2017)
Valid 8 a.m. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 [ D1-D4 | D2-D4 EoxZsl Sggor

Cument  |100.00| 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
Last Week

s ek |100.00| 0.00 | 000 | 0.00 | 000 | 0.00
3MonthsAQo | 14 43 | gg 57 |56.83 | 24.06 | 111 | 0.00

0000000000

Start of
Calendar Year | 11.31 | 88.69 | 73.48 | 39.33 | 19.28 | 0.00
01-03-2017

Water Year | 35.37 | 64.63 | 45.84 | 34.50 | 14.67 [ 1.58
0000000000

One YearAgo | 35 19 | 57,81 | 43.08 | 30.86 | 1252 | 0.00
..........

Intensity:
D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought I 0« Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale condiions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

Author:
Deborah Bathke
National Drought Mitigation Center
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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we have NO areas in any drought conditions. Great news!

For more info:

http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA
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At the Park
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Above: Dr. Glen Harris aplying quuid calcium to his péanut plots.
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Lateral using their VRI controls.
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