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— From the Superintendent
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watching with rapt attention for the path that Hurricane Irma plans to take. Our hope is that it takes a quigk
turn to the NE and misses FL and goes out to sea. Time will tell. A small storm that passed through in Jyly
has many of our cotton plots quite twisted and tangled. Winds from a hurricane will only make that
problemworse5 dzZNA y 3 ! dz3dza G > GKS t I N] NBOSAOSR TdmMo Ay O
periods at the beginning, middle and end of the month.

The SIRP crekept busyin August with irrigatioron peanut, cotton and soybean plots, applying fungicides
to peanut, cottonand soybean plots, and applying plant growth regulator (PGR) and insecticide to cotton
plots. After making some challenging repairs, we harvested corn indada rows with our welseasoned
Caselltombine and our friends with Stateide Variety Trial used their plot combine to harvest data rows
in the 187 plots at SIRP. We hgmalled 10 ears from 50 of my plots and later measured, weighed and
photographed themThe yieldsanged from130bu/ac (rainfed) to 273 bu/ac (SDideficit). Like last month,

our two rotary mowers and lawn mower were kept blkegping our grass mowed.

ExcelsioBuildingshas completed their workn the renovation of our equipment shed. Thaydedwalls
to enclose two bays to create a shagea, tworoll-up doors, a slidingdodr, y R 'y SEKLI dzad HI
be working to line up an electrical contractor to install lights and receptacles and wire the exhaust fan. The
open shelter bays added are giving us much needed storage space for equipment.

We were pleased to host Brian Magnusson, K@&harling SanmHaidar and Andy Murdock from
LindsayZimmaticirrigation. We had a nice discussiohFieldNETRdvisor (their irrigation scheduling tool),
ET, crop coefficients, soil moisture probes, etc. Even got to seémuraticlinear system operating with
their VRI engaged. We always appreciate visits from our friends in the industry.

| joined a number of folks from south Georgia interested in hearing from Baatuefrom CAES and Dean
Leo from the UGA College of Engineering as they led a discussion of the need for engineering graduates in
our region. While there were no magic answers, a common sentiment seemed to be that we need to

identify local students in early grades and cultivate their interest in STEM, especially engineering. | also
attended the annual Ag Issues Summit in Tifton. The Georgia Agribusiness Council organizes this event|in
coordination with the chairmen of the Georgia House and Senate ag committees. Water and irrigation was
a main topic of discussion.

| also was invited by Joe West, Assistant Dean forUfg, to participate in a photograph workshop in

preparation for the book to be written commemorating the Tifton Campus / Coastal Plain Experiment
Station centennial. | especially enjoyed catching up with Dr. Jim Hook. He served on my MS grad commiftee
and was the driving force behind the creation of the Stripling Park.

Speaking of invitations, | was very pleased to be invited by the office of Secretary of Ag, Sonny Perdue, fo
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local citrusfarmer LindySavelle formed the panel that discussed topics such as farm labor, rural
healthcare, rural economies, etc. A very interesting event!
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reaching their maturity, we saw first open bolls around August28nd on August 29we
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| often note that fall / harvest time is my favorite season!
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many, varied majors, please make them aware of this upcoming event.
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UNIVERSITY OF

| GEORGIA

College of Agricultural &

Environmental Sciences

SEPT 21

5:30 pm

UGA Tifton Campus | | Toombs County
Conference Center Ag Center

EXPLORE LEARN TALKTO MEET
Academic about Financial Aid Faculty, Staff & MORE INFO:
Programs UGA Admissions Counselors  § Current Students Sl FYITR 'I{F V)]

229.386.3077
katie76@uga.edu

*meal provided

Pre-Register Online: apply.uga.edu/portal/showCAES
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——  Drought Conditions

U.S. Drought Monitor August 29, 2017

(Released Thursday, Aug. 31, 2017)

Georgia Valid 8 am. EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

PR oo o |

Cument 87.88 | 1212 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

Last Week
o 100.00( 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

3MonthsAgo | 45 17 | 5463 | 33.29 | 17.49 | 0.00 | 0.00
05-20-2017

Start of
Calendar Year | 11.31 | 88.69 | 73.48 | 39.33 | 19.28 | 0.00
01-03-2017

Water Year 3537 | 64.63 | 4584 | 3450 | 1467 | 1.58
0000000000

0 11868 (8132|4928 | 2820 | 527 | 0.00

DO Abnorma ilyDry | D3 Extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought
D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

Author:
Chris Fenimore
NCEI/NESDIS/NOAA
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http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of August 29th. What a difference
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For more info:
http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA
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Water Resources

USGS 312127084065801 13J004
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Above and below USGS Ground Water monitoring well data for northe
Mitchell County for past 2 years. The bottom graph shows the fidsy i
the Flint River near us at Newton Ga.

USGS 02353000 FLINT RIVER AT NEWTON, GA
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At the Park

Above: First open boll this season.
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