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From the Superintendent

Calvin Perry

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƳŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘƻƎ Řŀȅǎέ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ςƴƻǿΣ ŀǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
watching with rapt attention for the path that Hurricane Irma plans to take. Our hope is that it takes a quick 
turn to the NE and misses FL and goes out to sea. Time will tell. A small storm that passed through in July 
has many of our cotton plots quite twisted and tangled. Winds from a hurricane will only make that 
problem worse. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ тΦмо ƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ с ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ о ΨǊŀƛƴȅΩ 
periods at the beginning, middle and end of the month. 

The SIRP crew kept busy in August with irrigation on peanut, cotton and soybean plots, applying fungicides 
to peanut, cotton and soybean plots, and applying plant growth regulator (PGR) and insecticide to cotton 
plots. After making some challenging repairs, we harvested corn in non-data rows with our well-seasoned 
CaseIHcombine and our friends with State-wide Variety Trial used their plot combine to harvest data rows 
in the 187 plots at SIRP. We hand-pulled 10 ears from 50 of my plots and later measured, weighed and 
photographed them. The yields ranged from 130 bu/ac (rainfed) to 273 bu/ac (SDI-deficit). Like last month, 
our two rotary mowers and lawn mower were kept busy keeping our grass mowed. 

Excelsior Buildings has completed their work on the renovation of our equipment shed. They added walls 
to enclose two bays to create a shop area, two roll-up doors, a sliding door, ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘ ŦŀƴΦ bƻǿ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
be working to line up an electrical contractor to install lights and receptacles and wire the exhaust fan. The 
open shelter bays added are giving us much needed storage space for equipment.

We were pleased to host Brian Magnusson, Kurtis Charling, Sam Haidar, and Andy Murdock from 
Lindsay/Zimmaticirrigation. We had a nice discussion of FieldNETAdvisor (their irrigation scheduling tool), 
ET, crop coefficients, soil moisture probes, etc. Even got to see our Zimmaticlinear system operating with 
their VRI engaged. We always appreciate visits from our friends in the industry.

I joined a number of folks from south Georgia interested in hearing from Dean Parduefrom CAES and Dean 
Leo from the UGA College of Engineering as they led a discussion of the need for engineering graduates in 
our region. While there were no magic answers, a common sentiment seemed to be that we need to 
identify local students in early grades and cultivate their interest in STEM, especially engineering. I also 
attended the annual Ag Issues Summit in Tifton. The Georgia Agribusiness Council organizes this event in 
coordination with the chairmen of the Georgia House and Senate ag committees. Water and irrigation was 
a main topic of discussion.

I also was invited by Joe West, Assistant Dean for UGA-Tifton, to participate in a photograph workshop in 
preparation for the book to be written commemorating the Tifton Campus / Coastal Plain Experiment 
Station centennial. I especially enjoyed catching up with Dr. Jim Hook. He served on my MS grad committee 
and was the driving force behind the creation of the Stripling Park.

Speaking of invitations, I was very pleased to be invited by the office of Secretary of Ag, Sonny Perdue, to 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ά¦{5! Ag & Rural Prosperity Listening {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴέ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦D! ¢ƛŦǘƻƴ /ŀƳǇǳǎ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊΦ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ wŜǇΦ Wŀȅ tƻǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ 
local citrus farmer Lindy Savelle, formed the panel that discussed topics such as farm labor, rural 
healthcare, rural economies, etc. A very interesting event!

L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎƻǊƴΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŎǊƻǇǎ ŀǊŜ                    
reaching their maturity ςwe saw first open bolls around August 28th and on August 29th we                
ƛƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ΨƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘΩ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǇŜŀƴǳǘǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻƛƭƛƴƎΦ

I often note that fall / harvest time is my favorite season!



ShowCAESȬρχ
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ¦D! ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /!9{Ω 
many, varied majors, please make them aware of this upcoming event.

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΥ https:// apply.uga.edu/portal/showCAES

https://apply.uga.edu/portal/showCAES


Drought Conditions

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of August 29th. What a difference a 
ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƳŀƪŜǎΦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀǎ о ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŀōƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 
ŘǊȅέΦ

For more info:
http:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA


Water Resources

Above and below - USGS Ground Water monitoring well data for northern 
Mitchell County for past 2 years. The bottom graph shows the flow (cfs) in 
the Flint River near us at Newton Ga.



At the Park

Above:  First open boll this season.

.ŜƭƻǿΥ {ƻȅōŜŀƴǎ ƛƴ 5ǊΦ ±ŜƭƭƛŘƛǎΩ ǇƭƻǘǎΦ


